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Prepare Him Room 
 

The opening refrain of the glad Christmas hymn says, 
ñJoy to the world, the Lord is come / Let earth receive 
her King / Let every heart prepare Him rooméò  
 
The song reminds us that the Christmas season is here 
and our hearts are warmed with the thoughts of the 
humble, long-ago entrance of the Christ into this world 
as a babe in a lowly manger.  
 
But we remember, and our hearts are also 
saddened, when we think that when Christ came into 
this world, many who believed they were ready to 
receive Him were the most unprepared. There was no 
room in the inn for Joseph, Mary, and the soon-to-be-
born Christ Child. But more significantly, there was no 
room for the Christ Child in many hearts.  
 
Prior to giving His greatest gift on Calvary, Jesus 
gladdened the hearts of His disciples with the promise 
that He would come again, and He assured them that 
while away He would prepare them rooms (John 14:1-
3). The One who had no room prepared for Him when 
He came into this world, promised to prepare us rooms 
ahead of His return. How marvelous!  
 
Although many were unprepared to receive Christ when 
He came the first time, no one needs to be unprepared 
when He comes the second. Jesus is asking us to 
prepare Him room now so He can share the rooms Heôs 
preparing for us now (Revelation 3:20).Have you 
prepared Him room?  
 
Has Jesus been welcomed into every corner of the 
house of your heart? This holiday season, let us be sure 
to settle these questions if we havenôt done so yet.  
 
May you have a blessed Christmas and New Year! 

 

On Sabbath, December 14, during the worship 
hour, we will once again celebrate together the 
wonderful reminder of Godôs saving plan for 
each of us. As we near the end of 2024, letôs all 
examine our hearts as we prepare for this 
sacred service. 
 

All members and friends and guests who claim 
Jesus as their personal Savior are invited to 
join us for the Ordinance of Humility and the 
Lordôs Supper on December 14. 

Sabbath Worship  
December 14  



The Youth on an early morning  
hike to McAfeeôs Knob!  
Beautiful morning! They made it to the top! 

On Sabbath, November 30, the 
Roanoke Adventurer Club was 
presented to the church in an 
Induction Ceremony held during 
the worship service.  
 

The Adventurer Club is a church- 
sponsored ministry open to all 
children ages 5-9, in which the 
church, home and school join 
together to help children grow 
joyfully in wisdom and stature and 
in favor with God and man.  
 

We are thankful for our 
Adventurer Club and for the 
leaders, parents and guardians 
that are committed to this 
program. Letôs keep all our 
Adventurer Club in prayer as they 
have fun and learn and grow 
together. See Mela Julin if you are 
interested in your child becoming 
a member of the Adventurers! 

Happy Birthday 
Baby Jesus!  

 

Itôs December! Time to plan 
activities to celebrate Christmas 
with your family! 
 

Scan the QR code below for 25 
days of daily activities and 
devotionals that will take you and 
your family through the first 25 
days of December.  
 

 
 

 
 
These short daily materials, in 
both English and Spanish, have 
been prepared by the North 
American Division of Seventh-day 
Adventists for family worship time.  
 

Although December 25 may not 
be the actual day of Jesusô birth, 
these daily devotionals will help 
you and your family remember 
Jesus, the real reason we 
celebrate this Christmas season. 

Christmas with the  
Residents! 

Sabbath, December 14  
@ 1:45 

 

On the second Sabbath in 
December when we go visit the 
North Roanoke Assisted Living, 
the Roanoke Childrenôs Orchestra 
will go with us! We are excited for 
the Orchestra to share their 
talents with the residents as they 
witness to the residents! 
 

We will sing carols with the 
residents and pray with them and 
for them. We will have nice 
Christmas gift bags ready to give 
them, too! If you would like to 
donate toward the purchase of the 
gifts, please see Judy Hodgkin. 
 

You are invited to come along and 
enjoy an hour or so with the 
residents sharing the love of 
Jesus. You are certain to receive 
a blessing as well as be a 
blessing! 

Adventurer 
Club 

Induction  
Ceremony 

Special Delivery 
 

If you plan on sharing seasonal 
good wishes with members of 
the church family, you might 
consider using the mailboxes in 
the hall near the sanctuary door.  
 

 
 

 
 

 
The box es are numbered and a 
list is nearby so you can look up 
an individual or a family and find 
out what number their box is, 
then just slip your card or 
message in the box.  
 

If you are looking for someone 
and donôt find their name, or if 
you are looking for your own and 
donôt find your name, please let 
Carol Doudiken know right away 
so she can fix up a box for you. 

John and Judy Hodgkin  

have a new address!  

 

5631 Warwood Drive  

Roanoke, VA 24018  

 

We wish them well in  

their new home!  

Pentecost 2025  
é is a movement by the North 
American Division of Seventh-
day Adventists to encourage 
members and leaders to hold at 
least 3,000 proclamation events 
in 2025.  
 

The goal is to proclaim the 
Seventh-day Adventist faith and 
the Christian gospel to diverse 
audiences  
 

The North American Division is 
providing tools, knowledge and 
resources to support these 
initiatives  
 

Stay tuned! You will be hearing 
more about this! 

https://www.childmin.org/happybirthdayjesus


Spiritual Emphasis Week 

The students recently experienced a Week of Spiritual Emphasis at the Roanoke Adventist Christian School. 
Thanks to Pastor Chris Buttery, the week was a ñhighò time with ñfruitfulò success.  
 
Each day the students were able to visually understand what it is like to climb higher and higher and gain a 
new perspective of the world around them as they reach new heights with Jesus. 
 
The ladder in the pictures below was used to add Fruitful Growth in Faith each day! The fruits are Goodness, 
Knowledge, Self-Control, Endurance, Godliness and Brotherly Kindness. The students enjoyed this unique way 
of learning that God has high hopes for them! 
 
Thank you, Pastor Chris, for your interesting presentations each day during Spiritual Emphasis Week and for 
the unique way you helped the students understand Bible truth! 

 

Nominating Committee 
Slate of Ministry Leaders for 2024  

 

Our church body as a whole has been praying for the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit as nominations were being made and a slate of ministry 
leaders has come together to lead ministries in 2025. Many individuals 
have been nominated to work on teams for ministry, as well. All under 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  
 

The report of this yearôs committee was submitted to the church body for 
a first reading on November 30, 2024 and for a second reading on 
December 7, 2024. A vote of acceptance of the committeeôs report will 
be called for on Sabbath, December 7, 2024. A copy of the committeeôs 
report will be available at the church or by request by email.  
 

Please keep all leaders in your prayers for guidance and wisdom and 
blessings for the commitments to which they have been called.  

The Roanoke  
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New additions to the Roanoke 
Childrenôs Orchestra are always 
welcome! Does your child have an 
interest in playing a musical 
instrument with their friends? We 
like to add in some adults to help 
support the children as they hone 
their skills and share their talents. 
The fullness the orchestra adds to 
worship is really being enjoyed by 
our church family! 
 

Please see Liz or Ryan McLennan 
if you would like to become a part 
of this fun musical group!  


