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View from the Inside
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Bringing in the propolis

Why honey bees
collect propolis

Ithough we say honey bees collect
A propolis, what they actually collect
are the materials to make propolis. The
substances the bees bring home are sap-
like resins exuded from flower and leaf
buds. For the plants, these resins form a
defensive coating, protecting delicate plant
parts from pathogens, fungi, and insects.
Foraging honey bees scrape it off plants
and carry it in the pollen sacks on their hin
legs. It often looks like a load of polilen
except that it glistens in the sunlight and is
usually a rich chestnut brown. Once home,
the bees mix the resins with saliva and
beeswax. The final product is what we
know as propolis.

The color however varies with the source.
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Atalfa is produced throughout
Cansda  the United Sttes
1123 igh, debate honey weh
2 mil flavor. Its color is water-
white to Ight amber

Cloysy

Red, Alsis, White & Yellow Sweet

A0 called 3cacts honey, it comes
from black locust trees. it has 8
3l flavor & s water-white
to Ight amber in color.

Sgupgud /
Sourwoad s produced in the
Mountains from

vania ta northern
1t has  sweet, buttery Laste
0 medium amber in coloe

Appie honey has 8 hint of apple
aroma. It has a very plRasing,
sweet taste. Its color can be
water-white to ligh
a slight grean tint.

a Slight menthol flavor, 1S usualy
Gark in color
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Stulony

Sunflower honey has a floral
aroma & can crystalize easly
1t has 3 ight ta medium amber
calor
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Avocado honey is mostly produced Alsa called Linden honey, Basswood
in California, It s dark in color with s mostiy produced in the eastern
arich, buttery taste. United States. It has

is medhim 1o dark am
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Ilo Yerriziizy
Gongy) - Yerriziie
Honey starts off as nectar. Honeybees gather nectar from different
plant species & will continue to forage on the same plant species with
the highest sugar values until the bloom season ends for that plant
Manofloral honeys are mostly derived from the nectar of one plant
species, Polyfloral honey is derived from many plant sources.

“To help separate honey varieties, beckeepers place empty combs in the
hives for honeybees to store honey according to plants’ bloom times for
their region, They remave the honey filled comb before the next bloom
time of another plant.

There are more than 300 different types of honey in the United States.
‘The flavor & color of honey depends on the floral sources’ nectar wlnch
contains varying amounts of fructose, glucose, amino
Py Sale & aror of ot sy com Gele ioen s ghem 10 rrgnm

ue to different climate & soil conditions. The colors of hoaey can
range from nearly coloriess water-white to very dark amber.
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Blueberry honey is produced
mostly in New England &
Michigan. It is typically light
amber in colar with 3 full,
wet rounded flavar.
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Huyz

$3g0 honey Is mostly produce:

i Calfornia. It has a light color,
2 mid, sweet flavor

ha 2 mid but stinctve v
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Buckwheat honey s produced
mostly in areas with cool chmates
& well-drained soil it has a strang
taste & is dark brown in color.

Flraged
Firoweed haney Is produc
fram the northwest United States &
Canada. 1t has a smooth, buttery

0 & 5 mecium to dark amber
in color

Sy Pulipgity
Primariy produced in Florida

it has a shght citrus & herbal flsvor,
with woody overtanes, s Golo s
Tredhum oo
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Viddflower honey is 2 palyt
honey & is derived from 'vww Fplnt
squrces, It usally has a sweet, floral
flwor. The color may range fram
medium ambe
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