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This double issue celebrates 150
years of Andrews University.

Founded in faith. Forward in mission!

This year, Andrews University celebrates 150 years since its founding as the
first Seventh-day Adventist institution of higher education. This is how the story
began.

The Seventh-day Adventist Church, formally established in 1863, arose from
the Millerite movement of the 1830s and 1840s that ultimately focused on the
expected return of Christ on Oct. 22, 1844. Not long thereafter, these believers
began to consider the question of formal education. Many families were
concerned with the lack of Christian principles in the local schools and sensed
the importance of providing an education for their children in harmony with their
faith. 

The first Sabbatarian Adventist primary school began operation Dec. 16, 1853,
in Bucks Bridge, New York, under the leadership of a Sabbath-keeping farmer-
preacher, John Byington, who would later become the first president of the
General Conference. His daughter, Martha, was the teacher with 17 students
enrolled.  
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Similar schools were opened by small Adventist groups in Maine, Vermont and
New York with the purpose of providing their children with a proper education
while protecting them from irreligious influences. Some of these home-based
schools may have started in response to an article by Ellen White, where she
stated, “Parents, if you wish to save your children, separate them from the
world, keep them from the company of wicked children.” Similarly, James White
would write, “Shall we come out of Babylon, and leave our children behind?” 

John Wesley Taylor V

Andrews University President

"Guest Perspective: Founded in faith. Forward in mission!"

FEATURED STORIES

Andrews University Fellowships Foster
Student-Led Worship
Andrews University was founded as a faith-based institution in 1874 and has
continued to uphold that foundation for the past 150 years. As the campus has
grown, so have worship options. On Sabbaths during the school year students
have multiple choices of where to attend church on campus. Three of those are
student-led groups called fellowships: Genesis, New Life and One Place.

These student fellowships might be a reason for some interesting results found
in the 2022–2023 National Survey of Student Engagement (NSSE), a survey
that asks for student feedback on the undergraduate experience. Andrews
University students reported they are 64% more committed to the beliefs and
values of the Seventh-day Adventist Church compared to 48% from other
Adventist institutions.
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Making a Difference, One Voice at a Time
A group of students and faculty from the Andrews University School of
Communication Sciences & Disorders took their first international service trip to
Jamaica from May 30–June 14.

The team of 31 healthcare professionals and speech-language pathology
graduate students provided much-needed speech, language, cognitive,
swallowing and hearing services to over 200 students from the Llandilo School
of Special Education.  

Though a service trip, this project continues the legacy of J.N. Andrews, who
set sail as the first Adventist missionary 150 years ago.

Thanks for reading the Lake Union Herald newsletter.

Tell your friends to follow along by signing up here.

Don't forget to check out our Vimeo channel and visit the Herald website for

the latest news and information.

We’re open to your feedback. If you really like something we’re doing on

here — or really don’t — or have ideas that can help shape our newsletter,

let us know. We’re all ears. . . Email us your thoughts at

herald@lakeunion.org.

Check us out on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Vimeo and YouTube

Lake Union Herald
8450 M 139 | P.O. Box 287 Berrien Springs, MI 49103 

Debbie Michel, director of Communication
Ruben Casabona, assistant director of Communication
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Our website address is:
www.lakeunionherald.org
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Lake Union Conference. You are free to reprint any portion of the newsletter, however,
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