The Fruil—l)earing Branch - 2

This lesson is based on John 15:2.

(1) WHO IS REPRESENTED BY
THE “BRANCH” IN THIS ILLUS-
TRATION GIVEN BY CHRIST?

John 15:5

Related Texts: [saiah 60:21; 61:3;
Proverbs 11:28; Romans 11:16

Though He [Christ] was about to be
removed from them, their spiritual
union with Him was to be unchanged.
The connection of the branch with the
vine, He said, represents the relation
you are to sustain to Me. The scion

is engrafted into the living vine, and
fiber by fiber, vein by vein, it grows
into the vine stock. The life of the
vine becomes the life of the branch.
So the soul dead in trespasses and
sins receives life through connec-
tion with Christ. By faith in Him
as a personal Saviour the union is
formed. The sinner unites his weak-
ness to Christ’s strength, his empti-
ness to Christ’s fullness, his frailty to
Christ’s enduring might. Then he has
the mind of Christ. The humanity of
Christ has touched our humanity, and
our humanity has touched divinity.
Thus through the agency of the Holy
Spirit man becomes a partaker of the
divine nature. He is accepted in the
Beloved. {DA 675.3}
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(2) WHAT MUST BE THE RE-
LATIONSHIPBETWEENTHE
“TRUEVINE,”THE“VINEDRESS-
ER,’ANDUS-THE“BRANCHES”
—IF WE ARE TO ABIDE IN HIM?

John 17:21

Related Texts: John 17:11, 22, 23;
10:30; Galatians 2:20

Christ’s connection with His believing
people is illustrated by this parable as
byno other. [NP]Allwhoreceive Christ
by faith become one with Him. The
branches are not tied to the vine; they
are not joined to it by any mechanical
process of artificial fastening. They
are united to the vine, so as to become
part of it. They are nourished by the
roots of the vine. So those who receive
Christ by faith become one with Him
in principle and action. They are united
to Him, and the life they live is the life
of the Son of God. They derive their
life from Him who is life. {HP 56.3}

(3) WHATISTHEKEY ELEMENT
THAT ALLOWS CHRIST TO
DWELL IN OUR HEARTS AND
IS THE BASIS OF OUR ABIDING
RELATIONSHIP WITH HIM?

Ephesians 3:17

Related Texts: Hebrews 11:6; Romans
1:17; 1 Peter 1:5; John 3:36; Philip-
pians 3:9
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Christ has provided means whereby our
whole life may be an unbroken com-
munion with Himself; but the sense of
Christ’s abiding presence can come only
through living faith. {HP 56.5}

You may be united to the Living Vine.
Every member of your whole being
may be united to that Vine, and the sap
and nourishment that come from the
Vine will nourish the branch that is in
the Vine, until you are one with Christ
as He was one with the Father. Thus
His blessings will be imparted to you.
But brethren, we have not had faith. We
have dishonored God by unbelief long
enough. {FW 66.5, 67.1}

(4) WHAT IS OUR VITAL PART
IN ESTABLISHING AND KEEP-
ING AN ABIDING CONNECTION
WITH CHRIST?

Jeremiah 29:13

Related Texts: James 4:7, 8; Joshua
22:5; Luke 14:33; Romans 10:3, 4; 1 Peter
4:19; Hosea 10:12

The whole heart must be yielded
to God, or the change can never be
wrought in us by which we are to be
restored to His likeness. By nature
we are alienated from God. The Holy
Spirit describes our condition in such
words as these: “Dead in trespasses
and sins;” “the whole head i1s sick, and
the whole heart faint;” “no soundness
in it.” We are held fast in the snare of
Satan, “taken captive by him at his
will.” Ephesians 2:1; Isaiah 1:5, 6; 2
Timothy 2:26. God desires to heal us,
to set us free. But since this requires an
entire transformation, a renewing of our



The Fruit-bearing Branch

whole nature, we must yield ourselves
wholly to Him. {SC 43.2}

The warfare against self is the greatest
battle that was ever fought. The yield-
ing of self, surrendering all to the will
of God, requires a struggle; but the soul
must submit to God before it can be
renewed in holiness. {SC 43.3}

Baptism may be repeated over and
over again, but of itself it has no power
to change the human heart. The heart
must be united with Christ’s heart, the
will must be submerged in His will,
the mind must become one with His
mind, the thoughts must be brought into
captivity to Him. {HP 56.4}

Let all contemplate the completeness
it is their privilege to have and ask
themselves the question, Is my will sub-
merged in Christ’s will? Is the fullness
and richness of the Living Vine—His
goodness, His mercy, His compassion
and love—seen in my life and character?
{HP 56.6}

) WHAT“FRUIT”WILLTHOSE
WHO ARE CONNECTED TO
THE TRUE VINE BEAR?

Ephesians 5:9

Related Texts: Galatians 5:22,23;
James 3:17, 18; Romans 6:22

The life of the vine will be manifest
in fragrant fruit on the branches. “He
that abideth in Me,” said Jesus, “and I
in him, the same bringeth forth much
fruit: for without Me ye can do noth-
ing.” When we live by faith on the Son
of God, the fruits of the Spirit will be

seen in our lives; not one will be miss-
ing. {DA 676.4}

“Herein is My Father glorified,” said
Jesus, “that ye bear much fruit.” God
desires to manifest through you the
holiness, the benevolence, the com-
passion, of His own character. Yet the
Saviour does not bid the disciples labor
to bear fruit. He tells them to abide in
Him. “If ye abide in Me,” He says,
“and My words abide in you, ye shall
ask what ye will, and it shall be done
unto you.” It is through the word that
Christ abides in His followers. This is
the same vital union that is represented
by eating His flesh and drinking His
blood. The words of Christ are spirit
and life. Receiving them, you receive
the life of the Vine. You live “by every
word that proceedeth out of the mouth
of God.” Matt. 4:4. The life of Christ in
you produces the same fruits as in Him.
Living in Christ, adhering to Christ,
supported by Christ, drawing nourish-
ment from Christ, you bear fruit after
the similitude of Christ. {DA 677.1}

(6) HOWARETHESE FRUITS
PRODUCEDINTHELIFEOFAN
ABIDING CHRISTIAN?

Philippians 1:11

Related Texts: Philippians 1:6; John
14:10; 15:7; Romans 12:2

As you receive the Spirit of Christ—
the Spirit of unselfish love and labor
for others—you will grow and bring
forth fruit. The graces of the Spirit
will ripen in your character. Your faith
will increase, your convictions deepen,
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your love be made perfect. More and
more you will reflect the likeness of
Christ in all that is pure, noble, and
lovely. {COL 67.3}

“The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,
meekness, temperance.” Gal. 5:22, 23.
This fruit can never perish, but will pro-
duce after its kind a harvest unto eternal
life. {COL 68.1}

“When the fruit is brought forth, imme-
diately he putteth in the sickle, because
the harvest is come.” Christ is waiting
with longing desire for the manifesta-
tion of Himself in His church. When
the character of Christ shall be perfect-
ly reproduced in His people, then He
will come to claim them as His own.
{COL 69.1}

It is the privilege of every Christian not
only to look for but to hasten the coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ, (2 Peter 3:12,
margin). Were all who profess His name
bearing fruit to His glory, how quickly
the whole world would be sown with the
seed of the gospel. Quickly the last great
harvest would be ripened, and Christ
would come to gather the precious grain.
{COL 69.2}

(7) WHAT HAPPENS TO THE
BRANCHES THAT DO NOT BEAR
FRUIT?

John 15:2

Related Texts: Matthew 3:10; 15:13;
21:19; 13:40-42

“My Father 1s the husbandman. Every
branch in Me that beareth not fruit He
taketh away.” While the graft is out-

wardly united with the vine, there may
be no vital connection. Then there will
be no growth or fruitfulness. So there
may be an apparent connection with
Christ without a real union with Him
by faith. A profession of religion places
men in the church, but the character
and conduct show whether they are in
connection with Christ. If they bear
no fruit, they are false branches. Their
separation from Christ involves a ruin
as complete as that represented by the
dead branch. “If a man abide not in
Me,” said Christ, “he is cast forth as a
branch, and is withered; and men gather
them, and cast them into the fire, and
they are burned.” {DA 676.5}

(8)WHATHAPPENSTOTHEFRUIT
BEARING BRANCHES?

John 15:2

Related Texts: Job 17:9; Psalm 51:7;
Malachi 3:3; Matthew 3:12; Isaiah 60:21

“And every branch that beareth fruit,
He purgeth [pruneth] it, that it may
bring forth more fruit.” From the cho-
sen twelve who had followed Jesus, one
as a withered branch was about to be
taken away; the rest were to pass under
the pruning knife of bitter trial. Jesus
with solemn tenderness explained the
purpose of the husbandman. The prun-
ing will cause pain, but it is the Father
who applies the knife. He works with
no wanton hand or indifferent heart.
There are branches trailing upon the
ground; these must be cut loose from
the earthly supports to which their
tendrils are fastening. They are to reach
heavenward, and find their support in
God. The excessive foliage that draws
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away the life current from the fruit must
be pruned off. The overgrowth must be
cut out, to give room for the healing
beams of the Sun of Righteousness. The
husbandman prunes away the harmful
growth, that the fruit may be richer and
more abundant. {DA 676.6}

(9) WHAT IS THE MIRACULOUS
RESULTOFTHEPRUNINGOR
PURGING PROCESS?

Hebrews 12:11

Related Texts: 2 Corinthians 4:17;
Isaiah 6:7

The disciples are represented as the
branches of the vine. As the branches
are dependent upon their connection
with the stock for life and productive-
ness, so the Christian is dependent
upon union with Christ for spiritual life
and fruitfulness.

He who professes to be in Christ is
expected to bring forth fruits appro-
priate to his profession. These fruits
are elsewhere termed “the fruit of the
Spirit” ( Gal. 5:22; Eph. 5:9), or “fruits
of righteousness” Phil. 1:11; cf. Heb.
12:11), that 1s, fruits which are righ-
teousness. These fruits are evident in
the character and the life. When these
“good fruits” (James 3:17) are absent
it becomes necessary to sever the fruit-
less branch.

The character is “purged” by the tests
and trials of life. The Father, the heav-
enly Husbandman, oversees the pro-
cess. And though the “chastening” may
seem to be grievous, “nevertheless af-
terward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit
of righteousness unto them which are
exercised thereby” Hebrews. 12:11.

There can be no life without growth.
As long as there is life there is need
of continual development. Character
development is the work of a lifetime.
{SBC 1042}

Dear Heavenly Father, it is
my desire to receive Christ
by faith and become one
with Him in principle and
action.
Circle: Yes Undecided
Please help me to not only
unite with You but that our
union will demonstrate that
connection.

Circle: Yes Undecided

My desire is that the life of
the Vine will be manifested in
fragrant fruit through me.
Circle: Yes Undecided
Please prune me that 1
may be purged of my many
transgressions and con-
tinually yield the peac-
able fruit of righteousness
that will bring You glory.

Circle: Yes Undecided
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